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with the voice uttered by the waters at the 
foot of the fall, as they rallied themselves to 
pursue their errand, pealing, without interrup- | 
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three hundred and thirty-four feet. The 
descent from the head of the rapids to the 
brink of the cataract, is fifty-eight feet. Lake 


tion, their harmonious anthem to Him who/ Erie (according to the published accounts to 
sent them forth. A scene like this developes| which I am indebted for these estimates) is 
great diversity of character in the spectators. | five hundred and sixty-four feet above the level 
To seme, it was simply glorious ; to others, it/of the sea; and the waters. which discharge 
was Rarful—while some appeared overto:ne, | themsdives at thé place of our piigrimege, 
and throbbing with emotion. The moon look- | cover a surface of one hundred and fifty thou- 
ed forth in its fullest glory and beauty ;—jsand square miles, and are estimated to be 
there was, by the evening light, a mysterious | about half the fresh water on the earth’s sur- 
— == | dimness, which added to the sublime effect of |face. Yet, at the very edge where the river 
For“ The Friend." | the picture. Below us, the waves, as if re-| leaps, (more particularly on the American 
Notes of a Visit to Niagara. covering from the shock, seemed dancing and | side,) the water, in some points of view, looks 
rejoicing in the ray, as they rolled away in| almost stationary—so glassy is it, and un- 
light. The parts which we were most anxious | broken, and with such regularity is the supply 
to explore were thrown into a deep shade, | kept up. 

while the enchanting lunar bow, spanned in| A bridge crosses the rapids to Bath Island, 
glory the dim mist which veiled the descend- | and another to Iris or Goat Island, sixty-four 
ing waters. This first glance made an inde- | rods above the cataract. Many are impressed 
lible impression, which will, | think, always | with needless but not very surprising terror in 
present the first view when the mind reverts crossing these bridges. From the middle of 
to Niagara. Calm, quite calm, every mind | the first is the best possible, and certainly a 
| tranquillized and enamoured by the beauty | very imposing view of the rapids. Looking 
which sat enthroned upon sublimity, we re-|up stream, the descent is so great and so evi- 
ascended the staircase. At this place we af-| dent, that this, of itself, might be ranked as a 
Our company took their abode at the village | terward enjoyed repeatedly both the lunar and | cataract, and, were it alone in its glory, would 
of Niagara Falls, which is on the New York | the solar bow. Here the timid spectator will | deserve a pilgrimage. 

side of the river, immediately above the ledge ilose much that is worth seeing. A vastheap| On Bath Island is a toll-house and museum, 
of rocks down which the mighty torrent leaps. | of fragments is piled against the wall of rock. | where it is customary to register the name, 
"Phe first &»propriate poset of view is obtained | Climbing over a portion of this pile, which Land pay, twenty-five cents for the freedom of 
by passing through a grove of trees to “ Pros- | seems in contact with the deseending sheet,!the islands for the season. Here, during the 
pect Point,” itimediately below both the vil-| and which is always wet with the spray, the | past season, ten thousand names of visiters 
lage and the cataract. The sight here en-|adventurer may descend about thirty to fifty| were registered. Opposite the toll-house is a 
joyed is most impressive. We beheld it first | feet,—by a deep slope formed by loose stones, | paper mill, and near this a bathing establish- 
by moonlight, immediately on our arrival, and | which slide away beneath the foot, and make| ment. From an enclosure, back of the toll- 
every tourist should, if practicable, have | it necessary to cling with the hands to other | house, a little, and apparently slight bridge, 
reference to the moon, in selecting the time of | fragments, which also, at times, give way,—to | leads to Ship Island, (called also Lover’s Re- 
a visit to Niagara. Near this locality you|the very foot of the great American Fall.|treat,) a beautiful spot, commanding a fine 
should stand at the water’s edge, at the very | This pile slopes into the abyss. In making | view of the rapids. ‘There was formerly a 
spot where the leap is made, and, while the | this descent, the necessity is felt of continual bridge extending farther to Brig Island Both 
water ripples over the crag on which your | care ; but the footing, when lost for an instant, | these islands are exceedingly attractive, situ- 
feet are placed, you may, by clinging to the|is by an alert person easily regained, and a| ated in the midst of the rapids, and covered 
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A recent visiter to Niagara Falls, who feels | 
the impossibility of doing them justice by des. | 
cription, has thought that such of the readers 
of “ The Friend,” as have not had the oppor-| 
tunity of viewing this extraordinary spectacle, 
might be interested with an imperfect intro- 
duction to its beauties and wonders; whilst 
those who have realized for themselves the dif- 
ficulty of portraying them, might still be pot 
unwilling to follow again in mental vision the 
impetuous waves of that dark green river. 





dwarfish evergreens, look down the precipice, | feeling of security may be indulged, while to 
which seems, at a contracted glance, like aja spectator, the situation would probably ap- 
bottomless gulf, especially in the evening,| pear very appalling. ‘The American Fall, as 
when the mist and spray entirely prevent a| it is called, is 164 feet in height, and 900 feet 
sight of the foot of the fall. We then descend- | in width to Iris Island, including a smaller 
ed the ferry stairs, which, being enclosed,| fall of 240 feet in width, separated by a small 
and, of course, at this time, perfectly dark,|island. From the spot I have just described, 
whilst shaking from the mighty fall which was | however, a very inadequate conception is form- 
close at hand, was, to the females of the band, | ed of this world’s wonder, or even of the mag- 
rather a gloomy and fearful journey, though | nitude of the portion called the American Fall. 
quite safe. An imposing view is obtained|Having ascended, we walked up the stream 
from a window at the landing, half way down, | beside the dashing, leaping, foaming, roaring 
but, having completed the descent, some of | rapids, which threw the spray over us as we 
the company seemed in real pain from the| passed. The reader may understand what 
intensity of their emotions. We stood at the| must be the velocity of the waters, since so 
foot of the descending river where it leaped | vast a body is discharged over so descending 
dowa the precipice, pouring over the ledge of| and rocky a bed. The Niagara river, or, 


| 


with trees, vines and wild flowers. 
We then proceeded to Iris or Goat Island, a 
description of which | reserve for another essay. 


(To be continued.) 
— 


Preserving Tools from Rust.—To preserve 
scythes, sickles, reaping hooks, and other steel 
tools from rust, after the season for using 
them, wipe them clean and dry,and hold them 
before the fire, and keep drawing them back- 
ward and forward until warm enough to melt 
wax; then take some beeswax and rub it all 
over. A half-penny worth of wax will be 
sufficient for a scythe. Then put it in a dry 
place, but not warm; it needs no other cover- 
ing. The usual method is to wrap a hay-band 
round; but in the winter time this naturally 


rock at a dizzy height above us; the awful| more properly, strait, is thirty-five miles in| attracts moisture, or the damp air strikes in 


music from above, blending in solemn chorus| length, and has, in the whole, a descent of | betwixt the folds of the hay-band.-Farm. Mag. 
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Communicated for ‘The Friend.” 
OBSERVATIONS 
On a Pamphlet entitled “ Brief Examination 


of Scripture Testimony on the Institution of 
Slavery.” —By Exoon Lewis. 


If this precept recognizes men servants and 
maid servants as property, according to our 
author’s definition of such property, to be) 





their increase as property Sendhar, it makes 
the wife and her increase also property. But 
if we apply a little plain common sense to this 
precept, we may perceive, that the object was, 
not to establish the relation of families—not 
to show what was, or what was not puoperty, 
but to prohibit the sin of covetousness. If we 
scrutinize this commandment a little more 
closely, we shall probably find it prohibitory 
of slavery. We are forbidden to covet any 
thing which is our neighbour’s. Now, unless 
a man’s person has ceased to be his own, we 
are not to covet it any more than his wife, his 
servant, his ox, or his ass. If it is a sin to 
covet, it must, a fortiori, be sinful to seize, any 
thing which belongs to our neighbour. ‘There- 
fore, unless the holders of slaves can show, 
that the original right which every man has 
to his own mental and physical powers has 
passed from these slaves, by some process 
compatible with the Divine law, and been 
vested in them, they must give up the claim 
of ownership, or plead guilty to the charge of 
violating this command. 

Having sufficiently proved that our author 
has failed to establish his first proposition ; and 
that if it could be established in relation to 
patriarchal servitude, the slavery of our time 
and country could not be Scripturally defend- 
ed; I shall next examine whether he has been 
successful in the demonstration of the second. 
Was slavery, as our author himself has de- 
fined it, incorporated into the Mosaic consti- 
tution? 

We find the servitude of the Israelites fore- 
told at least two hundred years before it be- 
gan.* This, according to the reasoning of 
the reviewer, was a decree ; and consequently 
a justification of the thing decreed. Yet Ste- 
phen calls it entreating them evil ; and a judg- 
ment was pronounced on the people who 
should bring them into bondage.t 

It is obvious, from the whole tenor of the 
narrative, that the servitude of the Israelites 
was offensive in the sight of heaven. Yet 
even that servitude, in its general character- 
istics, encroached less on the common rights 
of humanity, than our American slavery. 
The descendants of Jacob were first settled in 
the land of Goshen, the best of the land ;t and 
there we find they continued to reside.§ They 
had also their separate property; for we fre- 
quently hear of their cattle, their flocks, and 
their herds. It is therefore probable, that 
their labours, so justly charged as oppressions, 
were performed by large and rigid drafts of 
men, something like ‘those which Solomon 
afterwards made of the strangers within his 
dominions ; and that the labourers thus drafted 
were compelled, by stripes and abuse, to per- 
form the various services required. The 
labours of the field, in providing for their 
own families, would, of course, fall toa greater 
extent than they otherwise would on the 
women. This accounts for their superior 


(Continued from page 59.) 


8. That God interposed to give Joseph the 
power in Egypt, which he used to create a 
state or condition among the Egyptians, which 
substantially agreed with patriarchal and 
modern slavery. 

Ans. If this were true, it would be no evi- 
dence that the power was not abused. God 
rent the kingdom of ten tribes from the house 
of David, and gave it to Jereboam; and he 
used the power thus given to lead the people 
intg’idolatry ; and this transgression brought 
ruin upon his house. Our Saviour told Pilate 
that he could have no power against him, ex- 
cept it were given him from above ; yet Pilate 
used his power to pass sentence of death upon 
one whom he judged to be innocent. But the 
assertion is plainly incorrect. The servitude 
which Joseph established in Egypt was totally 
different from modern slavery. He required 
that they should render to Pharaoh one-fifth 
of the produce, and keep the rest themselves. 
This is probably less than a third of what the 
farmers in England now pay to their land- 
lords, the clergy, and the government. 

9. That.in reference to this institution in 
Abraham’s family, and the surrounding na- 
tions, for five hundred years, it is never cen- 
sured in any communication made from God 
to men. 

Ans. From the departure of Abraham from 
Haran, to the exit of the Israelites from 
Egypt, is reckoned about four hundred and 
thirty years; of course these five hundred 
years may be understood to extend to the pro- 
mulgation of the laws on Mount Sinai. Now, 
during that period, we hear of servitude, of 
some kind, in the patriarchal families, and the 
bondage of the Israelites in Egypt. Of the 
servitude among the surrounding nations, we 
are totally ignorant. We do not know that 
the servitude in the patriarchal families was 
involuntary ; but have ample reason to believe, 
that the government was mild and paternal. 
The only servitude, during these five hundred 
years, of which we have any distinct account, 
that approximates to the slavery of our time, 
was the bondage in Egypt. Was that slavery 
never censured? Do we any where read of 
such a tremendous succession of judgments 
falling upon any other nation as upon Pha- 
raoh and his people? And what were the 
crimes which brought these plagues upon 
them? They held the people of Israel in ser- 
vitude, and refused to let them go! 

10. When God put a period to the patri- 
archal dispensation, he recognized slaves as 
property on Mount Sinai. 

Ans. This recognition is contained, it ap- 
pears, in the following words: “ Thou shall 
not covet thy neighbour's house; thou shall 
not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man 
servant, nor his maid servant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.”* 


* Ex. xx. 17. 





* Gen. xv. 13. 
t Gen. xlvii. 6. 


+ Acts vii. 6, 7. 
§ Ex. viii. 22. 


* ‘ 7 
% 
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hardihood and fertility, in huorduéoo with the 
text, the more they afflicted them, the more 
they multiplied and grew. It is obvious, that 


bought, sold, and transferred, together with | their oppression did not extend to the point 


required to check population ; for the increase 
of numbers appears to have reached the maxi- 
mum assigned to the growth of population by 
political economists. In this Egyptian sla- 
very, bad as it was, we hear no intimation 
that families were broken up by it, and the 
members sold to be distributed among stran- 
gers. If the two and a half millions of slaves 
now held in the United States, could have 
their servitude changed into one similar to 
that of the Israelites in Egypt, there is little 
doubt but their condition would be improved. 
We may now inquire, to what extent, and 
under what conditions, these’ people, when 
redeemed by Divine interposition, from servi- 
tude themselves, were permitted to fix the 
yoke on the necks of others. We must enter- 
tain a strange idea of the justice and mercy of 
God, if we suppose he would incorporate into 
the constitution which he assigned to the peo- 
ple of Israel, a system of slavery more op- 
pressive in its character, than the one which 
he so signally punished the Egyptians for 
maintaining. We should naturally expect to 
find the institutions, prepared for his peculiar 
people, purified of all those offensive ingre- 
dients which excited his displeasure toward 
their oppressors. Now the slavery of the 
Israelites was evidently a political, rather 
than a personal slavery. The cities which 
they built, are said to have been built for 
Pharaoh.* The task-masters-were Phara- 
oh’s officers.t And a servitude of that kind 
is less degrading in its nature than personal 
slavery. It is indeed difficult to imagine 
a system, capable of existing in civ ilized s0- 
ciety, more calculated to degrade the human 
character, than American slavery ; a system 
which makes man the property of man; like 
the beasts that perish ; and perpetuates that 
relation from one generation to another. If 
it ean be fairly proved that such a system was 
incorporated into the constitution divinely 
provided for the government of God’s peculiar 
people, we must unquestionably admit it. But 
we certainly are at liberty to exercise a rigid 
scrutiny into the subject, before we adopt a 
conclusion so apparently derogatory to the 
character, which the Scriptures uniformly 
assign to the Creator and Preserver of men. 
When we attempt to investigate the princi- 
ples of the institutions of Moses, we ought to 
remember that the promulgation of the law 
constitutes an important era in the history of 
man: that the law was addressed to a peo- 
ple who were deeply infected with the vices 
of their day : that it was intended as a school- 
master to lead them to Christ: that it was 
designed to prepare them for a more perfect 
dispensation ; that the morality of the law and 
the prophets was designed to centre in the 
pure morality of the gospel. Now our Lord 
has given us, in a few words, the point to 
which the lawand the prophets converge. “ All 
things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them, for this is 


* Fx. i. 11. t Ibid. iv. 14. 
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THE FRIEND. 





the law and the prophets.” Here is a general) poor, and sold his possession, he might, if he | gers, residing among them, might be held 
rinciple of morality, including the sum and| became able, redeem it, by purchasing ac-|during life, without the privilege of redemp- 
substance, both of the law and the prophets.| cording to the years unexpired, till the year tion. To judge of the correctness of this con- 
Consequently, every provision of the law | of jubilee ; and if the land was not redeemed, clusion, we must look to other parts of the 
ought to be construed as tending ultimately to its former owner should return to it in the Mosaic law. One point, however, is clear 
this point ; and every apparent exception must | year of jubilee. But if a house, within a/ without further inquiry. The Israelitish ser- 
be considered as arising from the peculiar na- walled city, was not redeemed within a year, | vant and his children became free in the jubi- 
ture of the case, and the existing condition of the sale was final. Then comes the regula-|lee year. If servitude did not totally cease on 
the people. tion respecting servants, which, we observe, |that year, the servants remaining must have 
One conspicuous portion of the injunctions | consists chiefly of restrictions. “ If thy brother been those who were bought of the heathen 
of Moses, relates to the treatment of strangers. | that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be|that were about them, or the children of 
The people were frequently reminded of their|sold unto thee, thou shalt not compel him to | strangers that sojourned among them. That 
own bitter experience, both as strangers and/serve as a bond-servant; but as an hired ser-|even these could be retained appears question- 
bondmen, to inculcate the duties of humanity. | vant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, | able, when we observe the positive injunction 
« Thou shalt neither vex a stranger nor oppress jand shall serve thee unto the year of jubilee. | to hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liber- 
him, for ye were strangers in the land of|And then shall he depart from thee, both he | ty to all the inhabitants of the land. But if 
Egypt.’* “Thou shalt not oppress a stranger,|and his children with him, and shall return | we admit that all the inhabitants may have 
for ye know the heart of a stranger, seeing ye|unto his own family, and unto the possession | signified all the Israelites, we shall preséntly 
were strangers in the land of Egypt.”t Their|of his fathers shall he return.” The reader|see that the sweeping declarations of our 
own servitude in Egypt was called oppression ;| will now please to observe the reason. “ For|author are not sustained. 
these passages, therefore, plainly imply, they | they are my servants, which I brought forth| In a preceding chapter, we find a provision 
were not permitted to treat strangers, as they|out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be} respecting Hebrew servants, which seems to 
had themselves been treated in that land. “If|sold for bondmen. Thou shalt not rule over|limit the period of servitude to the sabbatical 
a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye|him with rigor; but shalt fear the Lord.” year. “If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six 
shall not vex him. But the stranger that} Thus far the provisions of the law are|years shall he serve; and in the seventh he 
dwelleth with you, shall be unto you as one|clearly consistent with the law of love. If the|shall go out free for nothing.” This seventh 
born among you, and thou shalt love him as| following passage is susceptible of an explana-| year, is understood by some commentators, to 
thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of|tion, compatible with that law, such an expla-| signify the sabbatical year; thus making six 
Egypt.”{ Consonant with this is the declara-|nation ought unquestionably to be given to it. | years the time which the Hebrew servant may 
tion of the prophet. “ Is not this the fast that} But to say that it must be consonant to that|serve, but not that which he must serve. And 
I have chosen? to loose the bands of wick-| law, because a just and merciful God has pre-| this appears at least a rational construction; 
edness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let|scribed it, and then give it a construction |for the design evidently was to limit the pe- 
the oppressed go free, and that ye break|which plainly violates that law, is to trifle|riod of servitude. We can therefore hardly 
every yoke?) It would be easy to swell my |rather than to reason. imagine that the law-giver would provide that 
pages, by quotations from the prophets, to} “Both thy bond-men and thy bond-maids|none should be sold for a shorter time than six 
show that the morality of the legal dispensa-| which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen | years. 
tion was opposed to the imposition of involun-|that are round about you, of them shall ye| “If he came in by himself, he shall go out by 
tary servitude. Nations were frequently pun-| buy bond-men and bond-maids. Moreover of| himself; if he were married, then his wife 
ished for their iniquities, in such manner as|the children of the strangers that sojourn|shall go out with him. If his master have 
God in his wisdom saw meet to permit orjamong you, of them shall ye buy, and of|given him a wife, and she have borne him 
direct. In some cases, whole nations were/their families that are with you, which they} sons or daughters ; the wife and children shall 
ordered to be extirpated by the sword; yet|begat in your land; and they shall be your) be her master’s, and he shull go out by him- 
those cases could furnish no éxample for| possession. And ye shall take them as an/self. And if the servant shall plainly say, I 
others to adopt. If in any instance a special|inheritance for your children after you, to|love my master, my wife, and my children, I 
command was given which was not consistent} inherit them for a possession; they shall be} will not go out free; then his master shall 
with the leading principle above noticed, the| your bond-men forever: but over your brethren | bring him to the judges; he shall also bring 
law of love, it must be taken ffi its special re-|the children of Israel, ye shall not rule one | him to the door, or to the door post ; and his 
lation, not as neral example. over another with rigor. If a sojourner, or a | master shall bore his ear through with an awl ; 
In order that'we may ascertain how far the|stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother |and he shall serve him forever.”* 
reviewer has been successful in the establish-|that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell him- | ——— 
ment of the positions so confidently asserted ;| self unto the stranger, or sojourner; after he 
that the people of Israel were Divinely au-|is sold, he may be redeemed again; one of his 
thorized to purchase men and women as pro-| brethren may redeem him; or, if he be able, 
perty, to hold them and their posterity in|he may redeem himself. He shall reckon 
bondage, and to will them to their children,| with him that bought him, from the year that 
as a possession forever; and that this law|he was sold unto him, unto the year of jubi- 
authorized foreign slave-holders to settle and|lee; and the price of sale shall be according 
live among them, to breed slaves and sell|to the number of years ; according to the time 
them; I shall briefly review the chapter from|of an hired servant shall it be with him. As 
which these conclusions are professedly de-|a yearly hired servant shall he be with him ; 
duced. and the other shall not rule with rigor over 
In the first place, a sabbatical year is es-|him in thy sight. And if he be not redeemed 
tablished ; and, in the next, a year of jubilee,|in these years, then he shall go out in the 
at the end of seven sabbatical years. On this| year of jubilee ; both he and his children with 
jubilee year, they were required to proclaim |him.”™* 
liberty to all the inhabitants of the land; and| A hasty examination of this chapter would 
they were to return every man to his posses-| probably suggest the conclusion, that Israel- 
sion and family. The land could only be sold|itish servants might be held, if not previously 
to the year of jubilee. If one of them became| redeemed, until the year of jubilee ; and that 
heathen servants or children, bought of stran- 



























































* Ex. xxi. 2—6. 
(To be continued.) 


Near Hartford they make a thousand clocks 
daily. In the whole state last year 500,000 
clocks were manufactured, many of which 
were shipped to Europe. ‘There will be more 
made this year to supply the foreign demand. 
—Late paper. 


What is the cause of the redness of the Sun 
at Sunset ?—The air being then dry, refracts 
more red or heat-making rays; and as dry air 
is not perfectly transparent, they are again 
reflected in the horizon. Such is the expla- 
nation given by Sir Humphrey Davy in his 
beautiful Salmonia. 


“To groan out with Job, ‘ Behold, I am 
vile,’ is acceptable prayer.” 





* Ex. xxii. 21. + Tb. xxiii. 9. 
+ Lev. xix. 33, 34, § Isaiah lviii. 6. * Levit. xxv. 
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P. W. HALL 
Some account of the last illness and death of | 


who died at Brookfield School, near Wig.| parable from a change of heart, gave silent 
ton, Cumberland, (Eng.) the 5th of Third | but sweet evidence to his nearest connections, 
’ 5 


month, 1841. 


PREFACE. 


The original object of the writer, in pre- 
paring this brief memoir, was simply to pre- 
sent copies of it to all the children in the 
school where the beloved youth was edu- 
cated, and to his immediate friends and rela- 
tions. 

Some Friends interested in the welfare of 
the rising generation, having read the manu- 
script, suggested the desirableness of giving 
the book a wider circulation: in consequence 
a considerable impression was printed. A 
few weeks, however, proved, that the number 
was wholly inadequate to the demand. With 
a view to meet this, and to render it more 
extensively useful, a new edition has been pre- 
pared. T. H. 

Brookfield, Eleventh mo. 17th, 1841. 





ings, or in giving utterance to his views, the 

gentleness and meekness of the true disciple, 

P. W. Haut, aged neurly fifteen years, | and the increasing tenderness of spirit inse- 
° ° ’ : : 


THE FRIEND. 





him, wished to witness the closing scene. The 
dear boy was borne up above the fear of death, 
appearing already a partaker of the joys of 
heaven; and contemplated, with rapturous 
feelings, the goodness and mercy of a gracious 
that he was under the preparing hand of his|God. He was then most remarkably strength- 
Heavenly Father, As his illness assumed|ened to speak with clearness, for nearly an 
more alarming symptoms, much anxiety was|hour and a half, on some gospel truths very 
felt by his parents to learn from himself, | precious to him—the sufferings of a dying 
whether he was fully aware of the fatal na-|Saviour—the efficacy of His blood to cleanse 
ture of the disease ; and great was their desire|from all sin—the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
to lead him gently to know that they had but|which leads to true faith and perfect obedi- 
little hopes of his restoration. An opportunity | ence, as its sacred admonitions are attended 
was soon afforded for alluding to the uncer- | to, “ bringing into captivity every thought to 
tainty of his recovery, and on being asked | the obedience of Christ.” Sixth-day morning, 
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how his own feelings were in reference to this, 
he said, “1 feel resigned, however it may 
be.” Not long afterwards, the subject was 
brought more closely home, when he was 


after great exhaustion, consequent upon an 
entire absence of sleep, during a very short 
time he fell into a slumber, in which his mind 
wandered a little, but still dwelt upon the in- 


informed the doctors considered his case be-|exhaustible theme, the great mercy of God in 
yond their skill. With the greatest possible|Christ Jesus. After a very little stillness, 
calmness, he inquired their opinion of the pre-|of perhaps not more than two minutes, he 
cise nature of the complaint, and how long | called the attention of his father to what he 
they expected he would continue in this state | apprehended was the state of some of the boys 
of being. He was informed, they thought he | in the school, expressing a very earnest desire 
might go almost any moment, but that proba-| that they might be brought to feel the exceed- 


As it pleased our Heavenly Father, by the bly twelve hours might be the extent of his| ing sinfulness of sin, and the dreadful situation 


gracious visitation of His love, to prepare the 
heart of a beloved child to receive the truth as 
it is in Jesus, and thus to enable him, from 
blessed experience, to speak largely of His 
goodness and mercy ona bed of sickoess, it is 
hoped a short memoir of one so early called 
may be of service to the dear young Friends 
amongst whom his lot was cast. And may it 
tend to strengthen their faith in God, and in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, seeing it is a renewed 
evidence, that by the word of His power, he 
can now, as formerly, ordain strength and per- 
fect praise, even as “out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings.” May the fervent breath- 
ings of the dying child on their behalf, be re- 
alized by their full submission to the yoke of 
Christ, in the morning of their days, that in 
the time of close trial, they may “ find rest for 
their souls.” 

This dear boy, cut down, “ as the flower of 
the field,” in youthful loveliness, appeared to 
possess a good constitution; and in the Sixth 
mooth of last year, bid fair for lengthened 
years and future usefulness. 

He was of studious habits, and whilst at 
school, evinced a strong bias for the medical 
profession, which probably induced closer ap- 
plication to study than was quite consistent 
with prudence. A troublesome cough, lan- 
gour, and a gradual prostration of strength, 
were the first indications of latent disease ; but 
a fond hope was cherished, that relaxation, 
change of air, and exercise, would soon be 
the means of his restoration. In the Tenth 
month, his parents felt desirous of having 
him under their own immediate care, fearing 
his mind might be diverted from its proper 
centre, and that he might be building his 
hopes too much upon outward means, to the 
neglect of a timely preparation for that change, 
which, sooner or later, must come. He re- 
turned home, improved in strength and appear- 
ance, and for some time seemed to approach 
to a state of convalescence. Although very 


backward in affording any index to his feel- 























continuance. To this he meekly replied, “1 | for any to be in, living as without God in the 
am resigned, [ have nothing to do but to die.” |world. “Oh!” added he, “that such were 
After this, he spoke largely on the great love | brought to repentance.” After expressing his 
and mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and de-| thankfulness for the merciful dealing of his 
clared where his hopes were fixed. “I have| Heavenly Father, particularly for his having 
nothing of my own to depend upon; my trust | been for the last few months under immediate 
is in that dear Saviour, who said, ‘ Come unto} parental care, and for the advantage he found 
me all ye that labour and are heavy ladeu, and|in having a chamber to himself, where he 
I will give you rest.’ I feel nothing now to|could wait upon the Lord in inward retire- 
make me uncomfortable ; his mercy is inex-|ment—previous to going to rest, he added, 
haustible: all my sins—(they have been so|‘* Oh! father, how refreshing these opportu- 
numerous, nothing but a Saviour’s blood could | nities have been, they were precious.” To a 
have washed them away)—all, 1 hope, are|dear girl, who had been watching very ten, 
now forgiven.” derly over him, he spoke thus:—* Oh! 

After this period, (First mo., 1841,) contra-| J , this is the time for thee, the time of 
ry to the expectation of his friends and the| health, to prepare for death ; it will not do to 
medical attendants, his life was prolonged | trust for a sick-bed repentance; prepare now 
several weeks, How marvellous is the Sa-|to meet thy God, then I hope thy death-bed 
viour’s love! The wonders of redemption, | will be as comfortable as mine. Do care ten- 
which human wisdom can never comprehend, | derly for thyrother. You girls who have 
were sweetly and largely unfolded to the| brothers, watch over them) they need it.” 
comfort of his own mind, and to the edifica-| Having expressed a desire to See some of the 
tion of others, who were favoured to be with | boys, they were called singly to the bed-side ; 
him. His little sister coming into the room, | his cousin, J. H , being the first, holding 
he kissed her fondly, and addressed her very | out his hand affectionately to him, he said, 
sweetly, calling her attention to the uncer-|the doctor has told me, that probably [ have 
tainty of life, and the consequent need of aj|not more than twelve hours to live. In that 
continued preparation for death, by watchful-| short period, how could I prepare for death, 
ness and prayer, and a daily walk with God.|if my peace had not been made? I wish, 
He urged her very closely to great diligence | therefore, to recommend thee to read thy 
in reading the Scriptures and meditating | Bible very attentively. Begin each day with 
thereon: the Psalms, the gospel of John, and | supplication to be preserved from evil; and, 
the Revelation, he recommended more espe-|Oh! be sure to close each day with a close 
cially to her attention. In her intercourse |examination how it has been spent. If thou 
with others, he enjoined her to practise the| hast done wrong, crave earnestly to be for- 
Saviour’s precept, “ All things, whatsoever ye| given for the dear Saviour’s sake. Attend 
would that men-should do unto you, do you] diligently to the opportunities for reading and 
even so to them;” and concluded by giving | waiting upon God ; and be not afraid to avow 
much solid advice, peculiarly adapted to her | thyself one of His followers. Remember what 
natural disposition, and expressing a hope|the Saviour himself said; ‘ Whosoever shall 
that she would never take pleasure in any | be ashamed of me, and of my words, of him 
thing which was calculated to make others} will the Son of Man be ashamed, when he 
uncomfortable. About this time, the medical | shall come in hisown glory, and in bis Father’s, 
men who were present, thought himexpiring; | and of the holy angels ;’ which refers to the 
and one of them, who was strongly attached to| day of judgment. ‘ But, whoever shall con 














fess me 
before 
ing hic 
of Chri 
fess be 
short ; 
longest 
that cc 
closes, 
will la: 
siderat 
to atte 
this br 
of eter 
it wer 
whom 
the sul 
and re 
own ce 
with fe 
of spi 
paratic 
miss e 
to how 
Seek 
omissi 
to do \ 
nothin 
can si 
contin 
busy ¥ 
him, a 
derful 
equal 

took 
habita 
ful lif 
ness, ¢ 
crown 
the cr 
could 

and fa 
He re 
with t 
accep! 
given 

to leae 
manif 
lead t 
mercy 


gently 
overc 


A Me 
of . 
ceri 
Hu 
mon 
Thi 

third ¢ 

John 

religic 

ham, | 

He 
oft-tin 
comp 
dying 

age, a 





1e 


or- 


all 
im 
he 
T's, 
the 
OD 


fess me,’ that is, he who acknowledgeth me 
before men, and who is not afraid of manifest- 
ing himself to be a true believer and follower 
of Christ, ‘ him shall the Son of man also con- 
fess before the angels of God.’ Life is very 
short; many are cut off as in a moment; the 
longest is but one hundred years, and what is 
that compared with eternity?) Whea this life 
closes, it is but the beginning of that which 
will last forever. If there were no other con- 
sideration than this, how foolish it would be 
to attend only to the things which belong to 
this brief portion of time, and neglect those 
of eternal moment. Live then each day as if 
it were thy last.” ‘To another relative, to 
whom he was much attached, he introduced 
the subject im the same impressive mancer, 
and referred to the probable shortness of his 
own continuance here, and then exhorted him 
with fond affection and with great earnestness 
of spirit, to be continually in a state of pre- 
paration. “ Watch and pray daily; never 
miss examination at the close of each day, as 
to how that portion of time has been spent. 
Seek earnestly for repentance for every sin of 
omission and commission ; and when favoured 
to do what is right, Oh! do not trust to that ; 
nothing but the mercy of God in Christ Jesus 
can save us, blotting out our sins. Pray for 
continual preservation, for the enemy is ever 
busy with his temptations to mislead. Resist 
him, and he will flee from thee. How won- 
derful is the Saviour’s love! He, who was 
equal with God, left the bosom of his Father, 
took upon himself our nature, became an in- 
habitant of this earth, leading the most pain- 
ful life, tempted, tried, led into the wilder- 
ness, amongst the wild beasts there; and to 
crown all, suffered the ignominious death of 
the cross, without which sacrifice not one soul 
could hope to be saved, for ‘all have sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God :’—now 
He remains forever our gracious intercessor 
with the Father, presenting our prayers with 
acceptance to Him. This is not all: He hath 
given each of us a portion of His Holy Spirit 
to lead and guide us, Oh, mind that ; it will 
manifest that which is evil, and if attended to, 
lead to peace. Such transcendent love and 
mercy must not be slighted. Watch dili- 
gently ; look to the Saviour; He was never 
overcome.” 
























































(To be continued.) 


JOSEPH B. HUNT. 


A Memorial of Seicenann Monthly Meeting 
of Friends, Henry County, Indiana, con- 
cerning our deceased friend, Josnra B. 
Hunt, who died on the 24th of the Ninth 
month, 1839, aged 32 years. 


This, our dear friend, was born on the 
third day of Third month, 1807. His parents, 
John and Ann Hunt, were members of our 
religious Society, residents of Lower Eves- 
ham, Burlington County, New Jersey. 

He was a dutiful and affectionate child, and 
oft-times showed an unusual tenderness and 
compassion for the brute creation. His father 
dying when he was about seventeen years of 
age, and he being the oldest of the children, 


most of his age. 


firm adherence to the principles he professed, 
had been instructive to them. At the close 
of his apprenticeship, he informed his widow- | slavery, and by his own active labours amongst 
ed mother that he believed it would be for the | those objects of compassion within his reach, 
good of the younger branches of the family in | Shortly previous to his last illness, he was ra- 


THE 





much care devolved on him for a season ; dur-|in his general deportment, and particularly 
ing which his stability of conduct exceeded | guarded in his conversation ; was punctual in 
In the year 1824, he was/| the attendance of meetings;and manifested a 
placed apprentice in Bordentown, where he | becoming zeal for the support of our Chris- 
was much exposed, and met with many diffi-| tian discipline. He evinced a particular con- 
culties ; but the invisible arm of Divine love | cern that the reputation of the Society might 
and mercy was near for his preservation, | be preserved unspotted, and that our religious 
whereby he was strengthened to resist) 
many of the temptations incident to youth. 
During his apprenticeship, he manifested great 
interest in the temporal concerns of his mas- 
ter, though often placed in deeply trying 
situations, his master having seceded from 
Friends, as also the men’s Preparative Meet- 
ing, during the time of his apprenticeship, so 
that he seemed indeed alone,—experiencing 
at times a difficulty in attending religious 
meetings, which privilege he much desired, 
and availed himself of whenever opportunity | 
was afforded.* His business confining him in 
the midst of an abandoned and profligate com- 
pany, who were employed as assistants in the 
profession, he sometimes expressed to his 
friends that his trials seemed almost insuppor- 
table ; observing that they not only made a| 
jest of him as an individual, but spoke of the | 
fundamental doctrines of Christianity in so| voured to labour availingly amongst the mem- 
contemptuous a manner, that, to use his own | bers of His Church. In all of which he was 
expressions, “he sometimes feared that the 
immediate wrath of Divine Justice would be) lies, to the tendering of those who heard him. 
displayed upon them.” Notwithstanding these| He frequently expressed much concern that 
things, he preserved a good name wherever 
he was known ; even some of those who had 
taken part in ridiculing him and his religious 
principles, expressed regret on account of his 
leaving the village; acknowledging that his| ment of the people of colour, was evident ; fre- 


principles and testimonies might be maintain- 
ed in their original purity, and impressed on 
the minds of the rising generation. In treat- 
ing with offenders he appeared peculiarly gift- 
ed, his labours being close, and in that love 
which seeketh to restore. Inthe winter and 
spring of 1839, he was engaged with some 
other Friends in the arduous ta%k of visiting 
the families of this meeting ; in which service 
he was much devoted, being frequently led to 
speak to those with whom he was connected 
in the service, of the importance of their en- 
gagement, and of the necessity of their avoid- 
ing all conversation calculated to draw their 
minds away from that source of Divine good, 
to which alone they should look, that they 
might be favoured to feel His living and divine 
presence to go with them; and in His pure, 
gentle and heavenly love and wisdom, be fa- 


an excellent example, often speaking in fami- 


the First-day of the week might be properly 
employed, being himself a consistent example 
in religious reading and retirement. His in- 
jterest in the literary and religious improve- 





particular, to migrate to the West; arrange- 
ments were therefore accordingly made, and 


in the fall of 1828, they left New Jersey, 


having obtained certificates from Chesterfield 
Monthly Meeting, which were forwarded to 
Westfield Monthly Meeting, Ohio; within 
the limits of which they settled. It being 


about the time of the separation in those parts, 


it was his lot again to contend with difficulties 
on that account; but by keeping a single eye 
to that which had been his support in times 
past, he was enabled to bear all with cheerful- 
ness, often giving a word of encouragement to 
the family, and manifesting a concern for their 
spiritual welfare, in providing a suitable way 
for them to get to religious meetings. A love 
of retirement and reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, were strongly inculcated by his exam- 
ple, frequently desiring them to recur to the 
example of their deceased parent in that re- 
spect. In the year 1833 he married, and soon 
after settled in the limits of this meeting. 
The subject of this Memorial was here re- 
markable in his social relations, for upright- 
ness, candor, and benevolence; and for the 
clearness and energy of his mind. Asa mem- 
ber of our religious Society, he was orderly 





* He was the “ young man” mentioned by Thomas 


Shillitoe in his Journal. See Friends’ Library, vol. L11. 


pp. 410 and 4)1. 


quently reminding his fellow members of those 
| duties connected with our testimony against 


ther unusually exercised, particularly in his 
jowa family, where amongst other religious 
engagements, he was frequently led into vocal 
supplication. 

Un the 27th of Eighth month, 1839, he 
was taken ill of congestive fever, which soon 
appeared serious ; and at one time he said to 
his wife, that he did not know how it might 
terminate, but be that as it would, death was 
no terror to him; but he hoped if there was 
anything in his way, it would be made mani- 
fest. On being informed that his mother had 
taken the fever, he said that “he believed it 
is not in judgment, but that it is in mercy, 
that He may bring us to live near Him, or to 
take some of us~to himself.” 

He manifested much concern during his 
sickness, for the Christian instruction and edu- 
cation of his children; observing, at one time, 
that he felt concerned to express something of 
it in his Will, that those into whose hands it 
might fall, might know that he died in full 
faith in the doctrines and discipline of the So- 
ciety of Friends, as well as to secure as much 
as possible the object of his desire for his 
children. The document was therefore pro- 
duced, and the following items inserted, viz. 
“The guarded religious education of my chil- 
dren being a subject of more concern and anx- 
iety with me than the estate that I may leave 
them, I feel an earnest solicitude that their 
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education may be such as to keep them as|also we are justified, or both accounted and 
much as possible out of the way of evil exam- | made righteous, since we are made members 
ple; that they may receive their education |of Him who is alone righteous; freed from 
under the guardian care of the Society of|past sin, whether original or actual, have a 
Friends; and that they be early made ac- | new principle of life imparted to us, since hav- 
quainted with the doctrines of the Christian |ing been made members of Christ, we have a 


but faith bringing us to baptism, and by bap- 
tism God saves us.” 

Again; “ Being baptized into the name of 
the three persons of the undivided Trinity, is 
no mere profession of obedience, sovereignty, 
belief, but (if one may so speak) a real appro- 


religion, as contained in the Holy Scriptures, | portion of his life or of Him who is our life ;| priation of the person baptized to the holy 


and professed and believed in by said Society. | herein also we have the hope of the resurrec- 
And in order more effectually to secure this| tion and of immortality, because we have been 
important and desirable object, I hereby nom- | made partakers of his resurrection, have risen 
inate and appoint my beloved friend, ‘again with him. The view then here held of 

, as the guardian of their persons, | baptism, following the ancient church, and 
jointly with their mother ; and if it should ever | our own is, that we are engrafted into Christ, 
be necessary to place either or all of them as|and thereby receive a principle of life, after- 
apprentices, I wish them to be careful to place | wards to be developed and enlarged by the 
them amongst Friends; preferring those | fuller influxes of his grace, so that neither is 
whose care and example will be most likely to | baptism looked upon as an infusion of grace 
conduce to their preservation.” distinct from the incorporation into Christ, 

A few days before his departure, feeling | nor is that incorporation conceived of as sepa- 
his mind again drawn towards those objects of | rate from its attendant blessings.” 
his tender regard, he called upon a friend who| Speaking of the Scriptures of Truth, they 
was present, to write from his lips some ad-| say, “ There is no hint that regeneration can 
vice which he felt concerned to leave them ;| be obtained in any way but by baptism ; or if 
informing that he wished first copied a few | totally lost, could be restored.” 
lines left to him, and his brothers and sisters,| Again ; “* Those who had fallen in any way 
by their deceased parent. He then proceeded | are exhorted to repent anew ; but men are not 
to deliver, in sentences, the following, viz. taught to seek for regeneration ; to pray that 

(To be concluded.) they may be regenerate: it is no where im- 
plied that any Christian had not been regen- 
erate, or could hereafter be se.” 

A lamentable ignorance respecting the 
work of regeneration is manifested in these 
sentences. If we look at the doctrine of our 

It is a truth, abundantly confirmed by expe-| Saviour and his apostles on the subject, we 
rience and observation, that “ the natural man|shall find that they represent it to be a 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ;| mighty change wrought in the soul of man, 
for thev are foolishness unto him, neither can | by which he who before was unfit to “ see the 
he know them, because they are spiritually | kingdom of God,” is made meet to enter it. 
discerned.” It is owing to this, that some of| It is a process whereby the soul is born again 
the most precious truths of the gospel, inti-}from above, by the Spirit’ of God, which 
mately connected with the growth of vital re-|bloweth where it listeth, and that which be- 
ligion, and lying at the very foundation of | fore bore the image of the earthly, is renewed 
experimental knowledge in Divine things, have | up into the image of the heavenly man, Christ 
been either wholly rejected by the wise and|Jesus. In a word, it is conversion, in the 
learned of this world, or so corrupted and ob-| fullest and largest sense of the term. And 
scured as to destroy or diminish the influence |can any unprejudiced man say, that the Bible 
which they were designed to have. ‘There is | does not teach us to seek and to pray for this? 
a constant tendency in the human mind to mix| What else is the prayer of David, when he 
up with the work of religion, something of its | says,‘ Wash me thoroughly from mine ini- 
own contriving, or that is tangible by the|quity, and cleanse me from my sin.” “ Purge 
senses, or may be performed by the unassisted | me with hyssop, and I shall be clean, wash me 
powers of man. The simple spiritual, heart-|and I shall be whiter than snow.” * Create 
searching religion of the Lord Jesus, does not |in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
suit his lofty notions. He loves more of pomp | right spirit within me.” 
and splendour—something to gratify the eye| It seems scarcely credible, that any serious 
or the ear, or to flatter his self-complacency, | person should entertain the opinion that this 
and make him feel as though he could do|work, which the Psalmist so earnestly peti- 
something in the work of his soul’s salvation. |tions for, and which he evidently hopes to 
This is one of the fruits of the fallen nature | obtain only through the immediate operatioa 
which we all inherit, and will serve to explain | of Divine power, can come through sprinkling 

the tenacity with which professors cling to|the body with water; yet such appears to be 
the ceremonies of religion, and the dependence |the notion of the Tractists, for in another 
they place upon them. Under the influence | place they say, “ that regeneration is the gift 
of such views and feelings, even those pas- | of God, bestowed by Him, in this life, in bap- 
sages of Holy Scripture which fully and|tism only.” Again; “ By faith are we saved, 
clearly enforce the spirituality of the new |not by works, and by baptism we are saved, not 
birth, are strained to support a different mean-| by faith only; for so God hath said; not the 
ing. ‘Thus, the Tractists say respecting bap- | necessity of preparation, but its efficiency, in 
tism :— 
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trinity; a transfer of him from the dominion 
of satan to them, an insertion of him within 
their blessed name, and a casting the shield 
(to speak humanly) of that Almighty name 
over him; that name at which devils tremble, 
and are cast out thereby, into which a man 
runneth and is safe.” 

In summing up the doctrine of the Episcopal 
society on the subject of water sprinkling, 
these writers give their sense of it in these 
words :— 

“ By this doctrine is meant, first, that the 
sacrament of baptism is not a mere sign or 
promise, but actually a means of grace, an 
instrument by which, when rightly received 
the soul is admitted to the benefits of Christ’s 
atonement, such as the forgiveness of sin, ori- 
ginal and actual, reconciliation to God, a new 
nature, adoption, citizenship in Christ’s king- 
dom, and the inheritance of heaven; in a 
word, regeneration. 

* And next, baptism is considered to be 
rightly received, when there is no positive 
obstacle or hindrance to the reception in the 
recipient, such as impenitence or unbelief 
would be in the case of an adult; so that 
infants are necessarily right recipients of it, 
as not being yet capable of actual sin.” 

A further remark is necessary to bring the 
whole subject fully into view, viz.: that the 
moral, or spiritual attainments, or character 
of the person who administers the ceremony, 
do not affect its validity, provided he be aa 
episcopally or popishly ordained priest. 

We think no one who seriously considers 
the nature of the opinions contained in the 
extracts we have given, can fail to perceive 
that the tendency of them is to induce a de- 
pendence upon this ceremony, as the “ instru- 
ment and means” of salvation; and that those 
persons who receive it under such a belief, 
will be in danger of settling down in a fatal 
security, presuming that as “ the church,” so 
called, says, such benefits and blessings are 
connected with “and tied to” the rite, they 
must, of course, be in a safe state. When we 
consider the corruption and deceitfulness of 
the human heart, how averse it is to endure 
the cross; to die to sin under the crucifying 
operations of the Holy Spirit, that Word of 
God, which is quick and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart,” can we 
wonder if the flesh, which loves ease, eagerly 
embraces such opinions, and flatters and 
soothes itself in the sin-pleasing hope, that 
“ surely the bitterness of death is past.” 

But alas for the delusion! There is nothing 
can engraft us into Christ, and make us mem- 


itself, is excluded. Baptism comes neither as|bers of his spiritual body, but the inward 


« This is our new birth, an actual birth of| grace of congruity, nor as an outward seal of| work of his own Spirit, crucifying the old 
God, of water and the Spirit, as we are actu- benefits before conveyed; we are saved|man with the affections and lusts, and work- 


ally born of our natural parents; herein then|neither by faith only, nor by baptism only, | ing in us that new creation in which all things 
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no condemnation, saith the apostle, to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law 
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death.” 
«“ For to be carnally minded is death, but to 
be spiritually minded is life and peace. Be- 
cause the carnal mind is enmity against God ; 


for it is not subject to the law of God, neither | 


indeed can be. So then they that are in the 
flesh, cannot please God. But ve are not in 
the flesh, but in the spirit; if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now, if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his.” ‘* For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall 
die ; but if ye, through the Spirit, do mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall live; for as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God.” 

There is a strong contrast between this lan- 
guage of the inspired apostle, and the watery 
and carnal notions of the episcopal writers. 
The apostle makes religion to consist in the 
inward work of the Spirit of God, without any 
reference to water, while the others represent 
the outward element, not only as a necessary 
but principal part. Indeed, the New Testa- 
ment is full of matter, the clear and unequi- 
vocal meaning of which is to point out reli- 
gion as a work in the heart, began, carried 
on, and perfected by the ever blessed Spirit 
of Truth. 

The nature of the Christian dispensation 
necessarily requires a spiritual religion. The 
Mosaic institution of types and ceremonies 
was designed to prefigure it; not to point to 
other types and ceremonies, but to the living, 
spiritual substance. Hence it is that “ the 
divers washings, and carnal ordinances, im- 
posed until the time of reformation,” were all 
done away in Christ Jesus, our Holy High 
Priest ; and though they shadowed forth the 
baptism, of which he is the author and admin- 
istrator either immediately or instrumentally, 
yet they ceased at his death to be any longer 
obligatory on the church. Yet the disciples, 
who were Jews, and strongly attached to their 
religious observances, continued to practise 
these divers washings, as well as some other 
of the “carnal ordinances,” long after the 
ascension of their crucified and risen Lord. 
Nor is this a matter which ought to occasion 
surprise—it is entirely consistent with the 
usual course of human nature. ‘They thought 
that Jesus had come to break the Roman 
yoke, to restore the kingdom to Israel, and to 
reign over them in temporal power and glory. 
They were constantly construing his lan- 
guage, according to their carnal views and 
Jewish prejudices, and seemed slow to learn 
the spiritual character of the gospel. When 
their Lord commanded them to teach “ all 
nations,” they restricted the meaning of his 
words to their own nation only, and it requir- 
ed a supernatural interference of Divine power 
to convince even Peter that to the gentiles also 
had God granted life and salvation. Yet, even 
after this miracle, he continued to Judaize, 
and to enjoin the observances of the law upon 
others; and drew upon himself thereby the 


censure of his fellow-apostle, Paul. So widely 
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| profit them nothing. 


i 


than those necessary things,” &c. 


enumerated, which we cannot suppose an acci- 
dental or unimportant omission, for had the 
ceremony been productive of the consequences 
imputed to it, or was it a standing ordinance 
of Christ’s church, it is not at all likely they 
would have passed it over in silence. 

This opinion is strengthened, when we ad- 
vert to the fact, that baptism with water was 
common among the Jews. ‘They baptized the 
convert at every important advance in his reli- 
gious opinions. John baptized his disciples 
into the belief of the near approach of the 
Messiah’s kingdom, and when Jesus came, his 
disciples baptized those who believed on him. 





tell us, that he did not himself baptize with 
| water, His dispensation was spiritual, and 
his baptism was of the same nature. John 
draws a striking contrast between water bap- 
tism and the baptism of Christ. “I, indeed, 
| says he, baptize you with water unto repent- 





ance; but he that cometh after me, is migh- 
| tier than I, whose shoes I #m not worthy to 
bear, he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire.’ This, it should be 
remembered, is the testimony which John 
gave of the Megsiah, to the priests and Le- 
vites, who were sent from Jerusalem to ques- 
|tion him respecting his mission. It clearly 
points out the general character of the Sa- 
viour’s office, not as is sometimes pretended, 
a partial work, confined to a few individuals, 
and fulfilled and ended at the day of Pente- 








cost, but a baptism of which every true dis-| 


ciple of the Lord Jesus must be a partaker. 


become of God. ‘There is now, therefore,| had these practices spread, that we find the | his baptism, and to its necessity as a qualifi- 
latter, in the strongest terms, prohibiting cir-| cation for the fulfilment of their mission. After 
| cumcision to the Galatians, telling them that| having told them, that repentance and rewis- 
if they submitted to the rite, Christ should} sion of sins should be preached in his name 
‘ From the same cause| among all nations, and that they were wit- 
originated the Epistle of the Apostles and El-| nesses for him of these things, he remarked, 
ders, addressed to the churches, in which they | “ Behold, I send the promise of my Father 
| tell them, “ it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, | upon you, but tarry ye in the city of Jerusa- 
'and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden| lem, until ye be endued with power from on 
It is| high.” 
remarkable, that among these, baptism is not | Peace be unto you: As my Father hath sent 





| Our Lord, himself, was both circumcised, and | 
| baptized by John, to give his sanction to both | 
| dispensations ; but the Evangelist is careful to 





“ ‘Then said Jesus unto them again, 


me, even sol send you. And when he had 
said this, he breathed upon them, and saith 
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
“ But ye shall receive power after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unte the 
uttermost parts of the earth.” A common 
argument with the episcopal writers is, that 
these various declarations, as well as John’s 
testimony to the spirit-baptism of the Saviour, 
had allusion only to the circumstance which 
took place on the day of Pentecost, and were 
then fulfilled and ended. ‘That this memor- 
able period was included in the meaning of 
these passages is freely admitted; but we can- 
not grant for a moment that their signification 
terminates there. We fully believe, that 
every disciple of Christ must pass through the 
same baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire, and 
that every true gospel minister is equally 
dependent with the apostles, for power and 
authority to execute his high commission, 
upon the renewed sending forth of “ the 
promise of the Father,” the affusion of the 
Holy Ghost, which alone can qualify him to 
be a witness of Christ. 

The Apostle Peter appears to have consid- 
ered this spirit-baptism, so miraculously ad- 
ministered on the day of Pentecost, as a stand- 
ing ordinance in the church. In the sermon 
preached by him on that memorable occasion, 
he declares to the astonished audience, that 
the striking events they witnessed, were but 
the fulfilment * of that which was spoken by 
the prophet Joel. And it shall come to pass 
in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of 


Our Lord himself confirms this view, and | my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
contrasts his baptism with that of John, when| your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
addressing his disciples, just before his ascen-| young men shall see visions, and your old 


sion, he “ commanded them that they should| men shall dream dreams. 


And on my ser- 


not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the} vants, and on my hand-maidens, I will pour 
° . ‘ . } . 2 2s 
promise of the Father, which, said he, ye| out, in those days of my Spirit ; and they shall 


have heard of me. 


For John truly baptized | prophesy.” 


It will be observed in this pro- 


with water, but ye shall be baptized with the | phetic declaration, that the outpouring of the 


Holy Ghost not many days hence.” 

If we take the above mentioned passages 
into view, when considering the commission 
given to his disciples in Matt. 28, 18. “ Go 
ye therefore and teach, or make disciples of, 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ;” it seems as though we could not 
construe it any otherwise than as a command 
to bring the nations off from their idolatrous 
worship of imaginary deities, to the worship 
and service of the Father, Son, and Holy Spi- 
rit; one God, blessed forever. The last in- 
terview which Jesus had with his disciples, 
while in the prepared body, is marked by 
repeated reference to the spiritual nature of 





spirit is first spoken of as embracing all flesh, 
the whole family of man ; and next, a special 
mention is made of its affusion upon the ser- 
vants and hand-maidens of the Most High. 
The apostle then goes on to speak of the 
coming of the Saviour, his crucifixion, resur- 
rection and ascension into glory; and adds, 
* Therefore, being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth 
this which ye now see and hear.” The eflect 
of Peter’s ministry was to reach the Divine 
witness in their hearts, and he goes on toexhort 
them, “ Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the re- 
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
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shall call.” We see clearly by this, that the 
apostle considered the affusion of the Holy 
Ghost, foretold by John, and promised by 
Christ, as including others than the twelve 
who were chosen as apostles, and as having 
an application as unlimited as the Divine call; 
and the manner in which he connects it with 
the coming and offices of our Saviour furnish 
a strong testimony to the spirituality of 
Christ’s baptism, and point out the gift of the 
Holy Ghost to believers, as the glory and vital 
energy of the Christian dispensation. 

The advocates of water sprinkling may 
perhaps point to the words of the apostle in 
the above text, as authority for their practice ; 





































































for the practice now; since, as we have al- 
ready observed, the apostles continued to 
practise many of the Jewish customs, after 


this, and the eating of the passover, are now 
held to be obligatory by the generality of | 
Christians. If their practice, in these respects, 
is to be considered as binding on us, we must, 
to be consistent, resume the ancient customs 
of circumcision—of washing before meat—of 


other's feet,&c. But the true explanation of all 
these is to be found in the fact, that the hu- 
man mind is slow to depart from customs long 
i: practised, and which it has been taught to 
receive as of Divine authority, and perhaps in 


ed and strongly exemplified than in the Jew- 
ish nation. 


(To be continued.) 
oa 


Cast Iron Buildings.—In illustration of the 
fact mentioned in one of the recent letters of 
} Gutzlaff, that the construction of movable 
: A cast-iron buildings, whose invention, reputed 
Fis of modern origin, has been accredited to 
if English science and skill, was practiced ages 


if ago by the ingenious natives of China, that 
iy eminent missionary describes a pagoda which 
Re he visited, near the town of Tsing-Kiang-Fou, 
ui in the province of Kiang-Nau, built entirely 


of cast-iron, covered with bas-reliefs, and in- 
scriptions, whose dates and style of character 
refer back to the epoch of the dynasty of 
Tang, who filled the throne sometime during 
the fifth or sixth century of the Christian 
era. The monument is, therefore, upwards 
of twelve hundred years old. It presents the 
form of an octagonal pyramid, forty feet in 
height, and eight feet in diameter at the base. 
It consists of seven stories, on each of which 
are traced some very curious historical repre- 
sentations. ‘The-edifice is alleged to be of 
extraordinary elegance, surpassing every thing 
of the kind which the writer had before seen 
in China. 





The farmers of Canada have suffered from 


the early coming of winter. There was a 
severe snow storm at Montreal, and the 


: but evea if we were to admit that he meant Y 
. an outward washing, it furnishes no support |), 


the death of our Lord; none of which, save |; 


no people was this tendency more deeply root- at 
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of the Holy Ghost; for the promise is unto| Lachine canal was frozen over four inches|ing committee attend at the school on Se- 
you, and to your children, and to all that are | thick.— Late paper. 


afar off, even as many as the Lord our God | eee eens reclame 
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We have given, in the present number, the 
first of a series, consisting of three or four, 
by a young friend of ours, in a neighbouring 


.| state, headed “ Notes of a Visit to Niagara.” 


Notwithstanding the almost numberless at- 
tempts, to portray the features of that stupen- 
dous scenery, the present contribution will be 
found by no means destitute of interest and 
attraction. 

The printed minutes of the late Indiana 
early Meeting, contain a memorial of Spice- 
nd Monthly Meeting, impressive and instruc- 
tive in no ordinary degree, concerning Joseph 
B. Hunt, which, in part, is transferred to our 
pages of to-day,—to be concluded next week. 
To Friends of New Jersey, to whom are 
known the circumstances of his early fidelity 
in support of sound Christian principles, in a 
season of close trial, it will be particularly 
interesting. 


community of property—of washing one an-| Ze Papal and Hierarchical System, com- 





venth-day, the 2d of the month. 
Tuomas Kinser, Clerk. 
Philad., Eleventh mo. 25th, 1843. 


A stated meeting of the Female Society of 
Philadephia, for the Relief and Employment 
of the Poor, will be held at the House of In- 
dustry, on Seventh-day, the 25th instant, at 3 
o'clock e. M. 


Marriep, on the fifth of Tenth month last, at 
Friends’ Meeting-house, Valley, Ulster county, N. Y., 
Groner Heaton, son of Adna and Phebe Heaton, to 
Saran, daughter of John and Hester Birdsall, all of 
Marlborough Monthly Meeting. 

, at Friends’ Meeting, on Twelfth street, on 
Fourth-day, the 22d iust., ALrrep M. Cousins, to Han- 
man Evans, daughter of Join C, Evans. 

, on the 2d instant, at Friends’ Meeting- 
house, Valley, Ulster county, N. Y., Wituiam Corrin, 
son of Uriah and Phebe Coffin, (the latter deceased,) to 
Ruopa Ann, daughter of Gideon M., and Palmyra 
Birdsall, all of Marlborough Monthly Meeting. 











Dien, the 24th of Seventh month last, Hannan, wife 
of Caleb Charch, aged about seventy years; a member 
of Plattakill particular, and Marlborough Monthly 
Meeting, N.Y. ‘This tribulated fullower of the Lamb, 
was early in life convineed of the principles of Friends, 
and joined the Society. She sometimes bore testimony 
to the goodness of her Divine Master, and to the praise 
of the glory of his grace. Her lot was to witness many 
deep aud hidden conflicts, so that it may be said of her, 





pared with the Religion of the New Testa- | she was refined, but not with silver; she was purified, 


ment. Second edition. New York: Collius, 
Brother & Co., Pearl street, 1843. 


We have received from the publishers a 
small work with “the above title, re-published 
New York in pamphlet form, and have 
| perused its pages with some interest. In the 

terms “ papal and hierarchical,” the author 

includes all those systems “ which place man 

under the rule of man in matters of religion ;” 
| and by “ the religion of the New Testament,” 
i 
| whom the book testifies.” This latter defi- 
| nition, we suppose, the members of each reli- 
gious denomination would appropriate to their 
own peculiar creed. 

The work proposes to contrast the views 
and practices of the Romish church, with what 
the author believes to be pure Christianity, 
and, in so doing, “to disclaim many things, 
which are far from being exclusively Ro- 
mish.” 

The work is divided into chapters, each 
devoted to a particular subject ; and the views 
brought forward, are mainly consonant with 
those entertained by the Society of Friends ; 
but in treating on the Scriptures, Justification 
and Sanctification, there are many expressions 
made use of, which we think indicate, that 
some of the author’s sentiments upon these 
subjects, are not in unison with those always 
most surely believed in by us as a Society. 


WEST TOWN SCHOOL. 


The committee to superintend the board- 
ing-school at West Town, will meet in Phiia- 
delphia on Sixth-day, the 8th of next month, 
at 3 o’clock p. Mm. 

The committee on instruction meet on the 
same day, at 10 o’clock a. m.; and the visit- 


he says, he means “ the religion of Him of 


but not with fine gold. She suffered much for several 
years from a rheumatic affection ; and for two or three 
years previous to her close, became perfectly helpless. 
| It was the lot of the writer to visit her on the occasion 
| of the death of a grand-daughter, about seventeen years 
| of age. At that time she seemed entirely calm, her 
chief engugement being to number her blessings, and 
praise her Redeemer for his goodness to her soul. She 
was quite helpless, with the exception of her left hand, 
| whieh she could use a little. She expressed the hum- 
ble but confiding trust, that her safferings would all be 
| in this life. About two wecks after this, she was re- 
leased ; and the belief is fully entertained that her puri- 
fied spirit rests in peace. “ ‘Those that are planted in 
| the house of the Lord, shall flourisl+ in the courts of our 
God; they shall bring forth fruit in old age, they shall 
be fat and flourishing.” 


, in Ferrisburgh, Vt., on the 27th of Tenth mo., 
1843, Racuer Crenkurre, in the 4lst year of her age, 
a beloved member of Ferrisburgh Monthly and Par- 
ticular Meeting ; in which, for several of the last years 
of her time, she acceptably served in the responsible 
station of an overseer. When brought to a sick bed, 
she evidenced that she had witnessed an overcoming of 
the world with the gratifications thereof; saying, that 
for a length of time she had not desired the enjoyment 
of them. On the day of her death, when in much weak- 
ness of body, she was heard in articulate supplication ; 
and passed tranquilly away, leaving Society to mourn 
the loss of a consistent example, and her aged and 
widowed mother an affectionate care-taker; yet, the 
sweet and encouraging language is applicable, * Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord trom henceforth ; 
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours ; and their works do follow them.” 

, on the 28th of Tenth mo., 1843, at the resi- 
dence of her uncle in Ledyard, Cayuga county, N. Y., 
of pulmonary consumption, Exizasery, daughter of 
Ebenezer and Catharine Shove, (both deceased,) aged 
twenty-three. 

, at his residencé, Plattakill, Ulster county, N. 
Y., [time not mentioned,] Natruaniet Sexick, believed 
to be in the eighty-third year of his age ; a man esteem- 
ed for his piety and integrity. 


Per 











nn ener 








PPALL LPL ALEPPO 


PRINTED BY JOSEPH & WILLIAM KITE, 
No. 50 North Fourth Street. 
Entrance on Appletree alley, first door above Fourth. 


VoL. 





ED) 


Price tu 


No. 


Iris 0 
acres, st 
contains 
natural | 
visited | 
this isla 

- the who 
any oth 
mile. 
above tt 
walking 
attained 

«thom ot 
force of 
of this i 
fifty-eig 
that at | 
pice is 
The low 
nearly 
English 
tance fr 
case, Cc 
of five 
wooded 
path ar 
names 
same tl 
about 
river 0 
the mi 
tent, ** 
be othe 
leave a 

Lan 
to the | 
is the « 
row ri 
the fin 
we see 
dred a 
bridge 
posite 
great 
feet ix 


